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| knew | wanted to study some aspect of African-American history with my
project. The recent bans on African-American history happening in various states
around the country have made me only want to dig deeper. What is it about
African-American history that folks are so afraid of kids learning? | remember my mom
teaching me about the Children’s March when | was around 4, and | remember her
taking me to the L.B.J Library in Austin, Texas. | knew it was part of the Civil Rights
Movement, and | knew it was a fascinating example to me of people that were my age
and who looked like me, leading and bringing about changes for their community and
eventually the whole nation. Then, when | came across a picture of my four year old self
standing in front of an exhibit of President LB Johnson signing the Civil Rights Act of
1964, that sparked an interest in me to learn more about the Children’s March of 1963,
and how it might represent a frontier.

When | started my research, | was trying to get a sense of what happened during
the Children’s March and the chronological order of the events by reading mostly
secondary and some primary resources about the Children’s March, while taking notes
from each resource. | found books, articles, and even video clips with quotes from
people who’d participated in the Children’s March when they were kids. | had mixed
feelings about learning that this year is the 60th anniversary of the 1963 Children’s
March. On the one hand, it meant that | was able to find plenty of research. On the other
hand, it was really hard to read about the ways these little kids were treated by adults
and leaders in their city that they should have made them feel safe. | was so upset at
one point that | had to stop working on my project for a little while. Some of what | read

really disgusted me. | was disgusted about the brutal and inhumane things done to



children. | also thought it was terrible that this happened only 60 years ago, when my
grandparents would have been kids that age. How could a person have done something
that horrible to my grandparents?

| ended up deciding on using a documentary to present my research because |
was inspired by a documentary one of my older brothers made in middle school. When
| forged on in my research, | began to see some of the many ways that the Children’s
March represented frontiers - the Birmingham location was the most racist and one of
the most violent during segregation, the children were some of the youngest activists,
the numbers of kid activists was so great, and more. | ultimately found that the
Children's March of 1963 was a frontier in the civil rights movement, a catalyst for the
signing of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and it reinvigorated the civil rights movement

overall.
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